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Proclamations Proc. 6899

urge all Americans to practice safe boating habits during this week and
throughout the year.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6898 of May 17, 1996
Death of Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of Admiral Jeremy M. Boorda, Chief
of Naval Operations, | hereby order, by the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent of the United States of America by section 175 of title 36 of the Unit-
ed States Code, that the flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff
upon all public buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United States and its Territories and pos-
sessions until sunset on the day of interment. | also direct that the flag
shall be flown at half-staff for the same period at all United States embas-
sies, legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, including all
military facilities and naval vessels and stations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6899 of May 20, 1996
World Trade Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

International commerce is vital to domestic economic growth—perhaps
more so now than at any other time in recent U.S. history. Our Nation’s
prosperity depends in large part on our ability to develop and produce
high-quality products, identify and open markets, and promote American
goods and services across the globe. The U.S. jobs supported by exports are
increasingly important, paying an average of 13 percent more than other
positions and accounting for nearly one out of ten American workers and
one in five of those in the manufacturing sector. The theme of this year’s
World Trade Week, “Winning with Exports,” is an invitation and a chal-
lenge to U.S. firms to reap the benefits of doing business abroad.
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Proc. 6900 Title 3—The President

My Administration has developed a National Export Strategy that places
special emphasis on helping small- and medium-sized companies seize
trade opportunities. As part of this plan, we have created a country-wide
network of U.S. Export Assistance Centers to provide information and cap-
ital to businesses seeking to expand. The results speak for themselves; in
1995, actions taken by Centers like those in Chicago and Baltimore dramati-
cally increased the number of U.S. firms entering new markets and boost-
ing export sales.

Trade is also a means of fostering understanding and stability around the
world, helping our Nation to build partnerships founded on mutual pros-
perity. American commerce and investments are strengthening new democ-
racies whose viability depends on economic growth and raised standards
of living. From South Africa, to Central Europe, the Baltic States, Russia,
Ukraine, and the Newly Independent States, exporting is allowing our
country to play a pivotal role in settling and solidifying crucial foreign
markets. Trade is also essential to troubled regions such as the Middle East,
Northern Ireland, and Bosnia, where job creation and economic improve-
ments play an important role in efforts to achieve peace.

As we observe World Trade Week, 1996, let us strive to give our Nation’s
exporters every opportunity to sell products freely and fairly and help our
companies to meet the challenge of exploring markets abroad. Their efforts
to maintain efficient, high-quality production and to promote American
goods and services to an international clientele will lead to a stronger econ-
omy and a brighter future for us all.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 19 through
May 25, 1996, as World Trade Week. | call upon the people of the United
States to observe this week with ceremonies, activities, and programs that
celebrate the potential of international trade.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day
of May, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6900 of May 21, 1996
National Maritime Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The men and women of the United States Merchant Marine stand prepared
to help our Nation in times of crisis. Their outstanding professionalism and
performance have been manifest throughout America’s proud history, most
recently in the Persian Gulf, Haiti, and Somalia. Today, these brave indi-
viduals continue to bring honor to the maritime community and to our
country through their steadfast service to our troops in Bosnia.
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